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Synopsis

A¢a -A“A great journalistA¢a —A- raises troubling questions about the forgotten war in this
courageous, controversial bookA¢a —4a with a new introduction by Bruce Cumings (The Baltimore
Sun). A¢a -A“Much about the Korean War is still hidden, and much will long remain hidden. |
believe | have succeeded in throwing new light on its origins.A¢a —A« A¢a -4 *From the
authorA¢a -a,¢s preface In 1945 US troops arrived in Korea for what would become

AmericaA¢a -4,¢s longest-lasting conflict. While history books claim without equivocation that the
war lasted from 1950 to 1953, those who have actually served there know better. By closely
analyzingA A US intelligence beforeA A June 25, 1950 (the warA¢a —-4,¢sA A official start), and
theA A actions of key players like John Foster Dulles, General Douglas MacArthur,A A and Chiang
Kai-shek, the great investigative reporterA A I. F.A A Stone demolishes the official story of
AmericaA¢a -a,¢s Aga -Aforgotten warAg¢a —-A- by shedding new light on the tangled sequence
of events that led to it. A A The Hidden History of the Korean WarA A was first published in
1952A¢a -4 «during the Korean WarAg¢a -a «and then republished during the Vietnam War. In the
1990s, documents from the former Soviet archives became available, further illuminating this

controversial period in history.
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Customer Reviews

One of the great journalists of the 20th century tells the true story of a war, unhappily, relevant once

more. Vietnam was far from the first deception. Resourceful, tough-minded, accurate.

Though not very thick, this book will get you to think about whether you should accept the common
understanding in the West and in South Korea that it was the North that started the war. It might
even get you to thinking about the reason why North Korea shelled the South Korean island of
Yeonpyeong-do during the recent joint U.S.-R.o0.K. maritime military exercises, especially if you look
at a map to see where this island is located in relation to North Korean territory and note how close
the Northern Limit Line (an unnegotiated maritime boundary, unlike the DMZ on land) is to North
Korean land territory.| give four stars instead of five, because | wish |.F. Stone were still around to
write an update edition based on subsequent follow-up research, which would probably earn five

from me.

This now forgotten tome should not be overlooked by anyone interested in the Korean War or
Korean history in general. There is nothing like it.But then there was no one like I. F. Stone.As
stated in its introduction: copies of the book were removed from public libraries across the United
States following its publication.One has to stop and ponder that fact.What powerful information
could this book contain that the government should see fit to limit its availability to the public?For
me, no better book exists on the topic.That is, perhaps until S. Brian Willson publishes his book on

the subject sometime in the future.

See below

Learned a lot. Won't hear this in your history class!

This book is one of the few places that one can gain a full understanding of what actually happened

during the Korean war.

| didn’t care for the book. The author had an axe to grind and wrote a VERY slanted book. Sorry |

bought this one.



An awful lot of innuendo.
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